
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Living churches at the heart of their communities.... 
 

St Giles’, Durham, 

St Cuthbert’s, Shadforth and St Mary’s, Sherburn 
 

 

 
Collect 
 
Almighty God, 

you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 
that they may return to the way of righteousness: 

grant to all those who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things 

that are contrary to their profession, 
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same;  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
 

Bible Readings 
Exodus 20. 1-17  

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous 

God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 

generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 

not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all 

your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or 
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the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 

sabbath day and consecrated it. 

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 

the Lord your God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, 
or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 

 

 
Psalm 19. 7-end 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
   reviving the soul; 

the decrees of the Lord are sure, 
   making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the Lord are right, 
   rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is clear, 
   enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the Lord is pure, 
   enduring for ever; 

the ordinances of the Lord are true 
   and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, 

   even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey, 

   and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 

Moreover by them is your servant warned; 
   in keeping them there is great reward. 

But who can detect their errors? 
   Clear me from hidden faults. 

Keep back your servant also from the 
insolent; 

   do not let them have dominion over 
me. 

Then I shall be blameless, 
   and innocent of great transgression. 

 
 

Let the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart 
   be acceptable to you, 

   O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

 
John 2. 13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their 

tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned 

their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! 
Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was 

written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign 
can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 

 

Readings for next week – Mothering Sunday: 

Exodus 2. 1-10; Psalm 34. 11-20; 2 Corinthians 1. 3-7; Luke 2. 33-35  



Reflection 
John 2: 13-22 
I am sure that most of us actively avoid conflict!  Being a bit grumpy at home is one 

thing, but confrontation in a more public setting is 

distressing for all concerned.  We might be 
intrigued to hear report of the events described in 

these verses from John’s gospel, but I don’t think 
we’d want to be there, caught up in this angry 

scene.  All conflict is unpleasant, but in a religious 

context, it has a particular edge.   

The Temple in Jerusalem was a spiritual sanctuary 
and a holy place to seek and find the Lord; it was a 

place of huge significance to the people of Israel.   

And so, we have to understand that Jesus would only react in such an extreme way if 

he found life in the Temple to be unacceptable in every way.  He saw the meaning and 

justification for the Temple being subverted and corrupted. 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus challenged the hierarchy presiding over religious 
practices and traditions.  Adherence to the letter of the Law had become an end in 

itself rather than an aid to devotion: 

The outer courts of the Temple were filled with sellers touting for trade in oxen, sheep 
and birds.  The cacophony of those seeking a bargain and those competing to sell at a 

profit, would detract from preparation for worship and reflection. 

The money changers, exchanging Greek and Roman coins for the currency of the 

Temple, had opportunity to exploit visitors through cheating on the exchange rates and 

excessive service charges. 

Jesus exposed practices which denied the poor access to the Temple through lack of 
funds or the know-how to negotiate the system.  He saw multiple distractions, which 

denied the devout access to the proper experience of reverence in God’s house. 

The images of Jesus flailing the whip of cords to clear the precincts of livestock, of 

overturning tables of the money-changers, with all the ensuing, noise and commotion 
lends drama to the account, but the action and drama serve as a metaphor - Jesus 

pulling down the old order to replace it with the new; dismantling one version of the 
Temple to replace it with himself.  The religious establishment would destroy his 

physical body on the cross, but the resurrection would mean a new order, a new life 

and a new way for the people of God. 

The account was written for those who knew the outcome of the story, just as we know 

how history unfolded, but we might still remind ourselves what the scripture is saying 

to us.  

We can’t deny that we too have a lot of busyness and activity in church that can be a 
distraction to our preparation for worship; with justification, we are anxious about 

church finances which threaten our future; and we should always ask ourselves if we 
are as open and welcoming as we like to think we are – that we do not unintentionally 

put up barriers to sharing the life of the church.   

Of course, care of our church buildings is important and we should acknowledge the 

debt we owe to our Churchwardens, Treasurers and Administrator, who carry that 
responsibility on our behalf.  But equally, we must never lose our understanding that 



people, all God’s people, are the church, the body of Christ and the life of the church 

has to be lived as Jesus ordained it should be.   

On the day that Jesus cleared the Temple, it was unthinkable that it would not stand 

for ever.  But today, only fragments of that great edifice remain.  And although we love 
and cherish our sacred places, we must not allow them to become and end in 

themselves.  

During the season of Lent, the church gives us opportunity to re-evaluate our priorities 

through prayer, study and reflection, that we might renew our love for and life in God.  
We pray that through those preparations, we might ready ourselves to celebrate the 

new life of Easter and all the joy it brings! 
Rowena Ashworth 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 

 

Daily Hope phone line:  This is a free national telephone line which offers music, 

prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of England at 

the end of the phone. 

The line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 and has been set up particularly 
with those unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in 

mind; to provide comfort and spiritual nourishment to the most isolated in our society. 
 

There are also the following free helplines for anyone struggling with loneliness: 

• Age UK Befriending Services 0800 678 1602 

• Independent Age 0800 319 6789 

• The Silver Line 0800 470 8089 

 


