
REFLECTION FOR ADVENT SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2020 

Mark 13: 24 – end 

Advent Sunday is a “Big Day” in the life 

of the Church.  It is day number one of 
the New Year, and the chance for a new 

start.  It is a day to look back on the 
year that has passed, and a day to look 

forward to new beginnings.  It is the first 
day of Advent, a time which the Church 

asks us to recognise as a season of 
penitence.  We are called to a time of 

reflection and prayer.  Advent is a time 
of preparation, and we perhaps need to take a moment to ask ourselves 

what it is we are preparing for? 

In the gospel passage for this week, Mark gives us a vision of the coming 

of the Son of Man at the end of time.  He describes dramatic changes in 

the cosmic order of things as the laws of the universe break down.  The 
sun and the moon and the stars will no longer move in their ordained 

courses.  The Son of Man will come with displays of great power and a 
glory which will override the established ordering of the world as we know 

it.  It is a picture which commands fear and reverence, awe and wonder.   

In taking these warnings seriously, we may find ourselves overwhelmed, 

confused and beyond the boundaries of our understanding.  These are 
tough things to think about, difficult things to process.   

But, Mark continues his narrative in rather more homely terms.  He likens 
the situation to a master going on a journey, leaving servants in charge of 

his house.  He warns that no-one can know when the master will choose 
to return – will it be in the evening, at mid-night, at cock-crow or in the 

morning?  Those with responsibilities at home must stay awake, remain 
alert and keep watch, so as not to be found unprepared when the master 

returns.  That special bond of trust must not be neglected or abused.   

So as we read and think about these portents and warnings, as we reflect 
on these calls to preparation and watchfulness, what are we to do?  What 

does it mean for us?  

Perhaps we could think about the power and glory of God; to rediscover 

that sense of awe which can get 
lost in the general busyness and 

practicalities of life.  Perhaps we 
could make more time for prayer, 

asking guidance of the Holy Spirit in 
our decisions and priorities.  

Perhaps it means asking for grace 
to renew our energies in serving 

Jesus through our care of others.  



Perhaps Advent is the time to seek moments to be still for just a while, to 

watch and wait for Jesus, amidst all the activity demanded of us. 

We are, of course, preparing for Christmas, in joyous expectation of the 

birth of the Christ Child.  Anticipating that greatest gift of love and grace 
from God to human-kind, is watching and waiting in a different way.  The 

Christmas story of the baby in the manger, of human vulnerability and 
weakness, is part of the same revelation of might and majesty and power 

described in Mark’s gospel.  It is all part of the same story of the coming 
of Jesus to the world. 

There is much for us to think about in this season of Advent, and perhaps 
more than ever in these difficult times.  In many ways, we shall be glad 

to leave this year behind as we reflect on much hardship and sadness and 
as we look forward, we hope and pray for better things to come.  But 

whatever happens, we know Jesus is coming and is with us through 
everything, both now and for eternity.  Amen 
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