
Sunday 25 October 2020 - Last after Trinity 

Reflection: Matthew 22. 34-end 

 

The Gospel this morning tells one 

of the more recognised parables 

told in the Gospels. Jesus again 

faces the questioning of the Jewish 

leaders who try constantly to trip 

him up or bring His teaching into 

disrepute. Previously we read that 

the Sadducees have already been 

silenced by Jesus. This has not put 

the Pharisees off as they believe themselves to be superior. 

Jesus’ response gave them a theological victory over the 

Sadducees, but they were more interested in defeating Jesus 

than in learning the truth. 

The Pharisees had over time classified more than 600 laws, 

often making it difficult to distinguish the more important from 

the less important. So, when the young lawyer asks Jesus to 

identify the most important law, they think that his task will be 

nigh on impossible to achieve. 

Jesus, being Jesus, knows exactly what their intentions are and 

because his knowledge of the Torah is so deep, he responds 

gently, quoting from Deuteronomy 6 v5 and Leviticus 19 v18. 

The first law is, ‘To Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul and with all your mind’.  The second is, ‘You 

shall love your neighbour as yourself’. These two summarize 

the Ten Commandments and the other Old Testament moral 

laws. 

In Jesus’ response we see that if we genuinely love God and 

our neighbour, we will naturally keep all the commandments. 

This is looking at God’s laws positively. Rather than worrying 

about all that we should not do, we should concentrate on all 

we can do to show our love for God and others. 



As I was writing this reflection there was a 

ring at our front door. Upon opening it I was 

greeted by an eight-year old girl and her 

two younger sisters, (yes, their Dad was 

close by). She explained that the three of 

them had baked cakes and were now selling 

them to raise money for a children’s charity, pointing to the 

cakes being conveyed around in a small handcart. As, by then, 

the only cakes left were the white chocolate ones, I was happy 

to donate and keep the cakes for my grand-daughters who like 

white chocolate! 

In this small action of baking and selling cakes to raise money 

for children less fortunate than themselves these little girls 

lifted my spirits and, I expect, the spirits of my neighbours, as 

we witnessed true “love of neighbour” in action. 

For me, this parable speaks loudly to us as Christians, 

especially at the current time. It seems even more imperative 

that we share our love of God and our neighbour through our 

words and actions as people struggle and face an uncertain 

future, feel lost and frightened and unsure of where to turn. 

God can work through you and me, if we are willing, and allow 

us to bring His love, comfort, hope, and light to the world. Our 

mission as Christians is to share our faith in the knowledge of 

God’s power and love for His children. We know that whatever 

we face, however bleak things may look to our human eye, we 

face it together, whoever we may be. We are never alone, God 

is with us and is the Light at the end of the Tunnel. 

Amen   

Rev’d Abbey 

 

 


