
Sunday 26 July 2020 - Trinity 7 

Reflection: Matthew 13. 31-33 and 44-52  

This week’s and last week’s Gospels are both 

difficult and challenging in the message they 
hold for us. They certainly give a clear message 

to us that our faith must be sincere and rooted 
in Christ’s teaching if it is to withstand the 

temptations of our earthly lives. St. Paul will 

later write in guidance to the early Church; 

“We are to be of this world but not to 
conform to the pattern of this world but be 

transformed by the renewing of our minds for you are proving what is 

the will of God – the good, and acceptable and perfect.” 

Romans 12. 2  

In other words we are not to heed the opinions of others or their conduct as 
our rule of life but we must renounce this world and be transformed by the 

Holy Spirit inwardly to show outwardly through our words and actions a 
different way of living – God's way; a life that is based on the love of 

neighbour and rooted in sincerity of faith. 

In Matthew’s collection of parables centered on Christian growth and the 

kingdom we find two sets each delivered to a different audience. The first 
set of two parables are very short and addressed to the crowds, the second 

set are told to the disciples to help deepen their understanding. 
Correspondingly the first set emphasizes God’s actions, and the second 

stresses the human response.  

The Mustard seed and Leaven are sometimes treated as parables of growth; 

but the growth referred to is that of God’s action in the world, often small 

like the mustard seed or unseen like the 
leaven in the bread. This growth is real 

and will in God’s own time come to full 
fruition. The two parables are not 

‘teaching’ but ‘preaching’. They do not 
give descriptions about what the 

kingdom is like but call for faith in God 
who is active in the tiny movement 

initiated by Jesus. Although short in 
length these two parables both call us to 

reflect and respond by placing God at the 

centre of our lives. 

  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 

Parable of the leaven, Jan Knegt 



We have actually witnessed God working in the world during this pandemic 
through many people, both those of faith and those not, in their kind acts of 

love, selflessness, care and love of neighbour.    

The next group of short parables is told to the disciples. The Treasure and 

the Pearl stress human responses to what God is doing. Like buried treasure 
God’s activity is hidden and must be discovered. Like a pearl it must be 

sought in order to be found. The emphasis is not in the finding whether by 
accident or long diligence but on the overwhelming response made to the 

discovery. In each parable the finder sells all they possess in order to take 
possession of what they have found. Nothing is more precious than the 

kingdom of heaven; yet God gives it to us as a gift.  

These parables can often be misconstrued as ‘the kingdom of heaven’ being 

seen as an individual possession that must be earned by the giving up of 
material things. However, the kingdom is something God is doing that is to 

be received as a gift and not acquired. It is a sphere into which we are 

invited to enter. The parables instruct us that our response to the gracious 
gift of participation in God’s rule must be total. Those whose eyes have been 

opened to see what God is doing in Jesus must commit themselves to follow 

him wholeheartedly in faith and obedience. 

The final parable of the drag net has the same meaning as the parable of the 
wheat and tares. We are to obey God and tell others about his grace and 

goodness, but we cannot dictate who is part of the kingdom of heaven and 
who is not. This sorting will be done at the Last Judgment by those infinitely 

more qualified than us. 

Rev'd Abbey 


